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FBI 


Date: 8/15/69 


Transmit the following in i 


PLAINTEXT 


(Type in plaintext or code} 

TELETYPE DEFERRED 
Via : 4 
(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR 


FROM: 


HOLMES COUN T FIFTEEN, SIXTY-NINE,,RM, 00: JACKSON. 
JOSEPH S¥ITH, PRESIDENT, HOLMES CO., MISS., NAACP, 
ADVISED THIS A.M,/THAT CAPTIONED SCHOOL EXTENSIVELY DESTROYED 
BY FIRE OF UNKNOWN ORIGIN THIS A.M.; SAID THOUGHT FIRE HAD 


POSSIBLE RACIAL OVERTONES BUT COULD ety NO 


SUPPORT THIS STATEMENT. i ’ s x 
; WRENS: ve “ 

DEPUTY SHERIFF W. 0. MOORE, HOLMES CO. SO, WHO 

RESIDES TCHULA,, ADVISED ON SCENE TODAY THAT FIRE IN TWENTY- 


FIVE YEAR OLD BRICK FRAME SCHOOL BUILDING OCCURRED ABOUT 


FOUR FORTY-FIVE A.M, THIS MORNING; FIRE REPORTED BY WHITE MALE 
RESIDENT WHO LIVES IN PREDOMINATELY WHITE AREA NEAR SCHOOL; 
FIRE TRUCK APPEARED ON SCENE SHORTLY AFTER FIRE REPORTED, 


Kas 


UNKNOWN AND APPEARED TO CENTER IN INTERIOR OF BULLDING; 
(CP 3yackson 8) NO DESIR 4 = _L- sof 
TF/ 3x8 )(1) oie Ho 2 FA 


Searched. 7 
Z ar a Serialized 
Approved: RK NL, Sent HE / S 2 Pu Retlenst? 


Special Agent in Chart ho GA a e/) a ——a 
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FD-36 (Rey. 5-22-64) -_ 


FBI 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 
{Type in plaintext or code) t 


(Priority) 
= _ _ _ L 


PAGE TWO 
NO ONE IN SCHOOL DURING BURNING AND NO INJURIES SUFFERED; SCHOOL 
JANITOR LEFT BUILDING FOUR P.M, EIGHT FOURTEEN, LAST. NO 
EVIDENCE OF ARSON DISCOVERED AND STATE FIRE MARSHAL -EN-ROUTE 
TO THE SCENE TO CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION, 

NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION NEGATIVE; PHOTOGRAPHS 


TAKEN OF BUILDING, 


ON, N/F, PRINCIPAL OF CAPTIONED 
SCHOOL, WHO RESIDES GREENWOOD, MISS., ADVISED HAS BEEN 


County Funded 


PRINCIPAL OF SCHOOL FO af THREE YEARS; SCHOOL IS,ALL NEGRO 


ge 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WITH GRADES ONE THROUGH EIGHT AND NO CLASSES 
HAVE BEEN IN SESSION THIS SUMMER; TO HER KNOWLEDGE SCHOOL 

WAS TO REOPEN IN SEPTEMBER NEXT AND NO INTEGRATION OF SCHOOL 
PLANNED, SHE IS NOT AWARE OF ANY THREATS OR DIFFICULTIES OF 
RACIAL NATURE EXPERIENCED BY THE SCHOOL DURING HER THREE YEAR 
TENURE AS PRINCIPAL; CAUSE OF FIRE UNKNOWN TO HER, HOWEVER, 

SHE NOTES SCHOOL BUILDING IS QUITE OLD; SHE WAS LAST IN BUILDING 


THREE P.M. EIGHT FOURTEEN, LAST. 


Approved: Sent —____ sss Per, 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


we ee _ _ i 
PAGE THREE 
TCHULA, MISS,, IS A SMALL TOWN OF ABOUT EIGHTEEN 
HUNDRED RESIDENTS IN A RURAL AREA ABOUT SEVENTY-FIVE MILES 
NORTH OF JACKSON IN MISSISSIPPI DELTA REGION; TCHULA AREA HAS 
HIGH NEGRO POPULATION. 
APPROPRIATE LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES 
ADVISED. 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 
"JACKSON CONTINUING PRELIMINARY INQUIRY REGARDING 
MATTER AND “END, 
Approved: Sent M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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FD340a (Rev. 6-12-63) @ @ 


BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 
(Title) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


(File No)_157-11232-1A 
anol negatinte 


1.48/21/69, Photos,of damage at Tchula Elementary Scho 


Disposition. 


SEARCHED 


SERALZED oT Rua ee 


AUG? 1 1969 
FBI JACKSON 
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Fle No _/5 7-112 32-/4 |{ 
Date Receved_ 220-27 


Fog 


{ (NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 
(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 
(CITY AND STATE) 


By LAP ‘B 2, 


(NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT) 


To Be Returned [J Yes Receipt given [7] Yes $ 
a CO No CiNo : 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


ee 


a FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
‘Jackson, Missiesippi 39205 : ‘ 


In Reply, Please Refer to 4 " - 
ad August 15, 1969 \ 


File No, 


: | 
i BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO : 
' ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, TCHULA, 
: HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 
AUGUST 15, 1969 


: ; Mr. Joseph Smith, President of Holmes County, 
Mississippi, National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) Chapter, Tchula, Mississippi, 
telephonically contacted the Jackson, Mississippi, Federal 
: Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Office, the morning of 
i August 15, 1969, advising that Tchula Elementary School, H 
Tehula, Mississippi, had burned earlier that same morning. | 
Mr. Smith stated that he did not know the origin of the ; 
i -; blaze ardhe was not making any allegation as to the cause : 
of the fire, except for possible racial overtones to which. 
he could provide no specific details. He said the building i 
appeared to be a total loss. 


Investigation by local authorities at the site 
failed to disclose the exact time of the starting of the 
fire or its cause. FBI and lecal authorities conducting 
neighborhood investigation determined that no one had 
heard any unusual noises prior to the fire and no suspicious ; 
traffic had been observed in the area. 


i ; 11 - Bureau (RM) 
! 1 - USA, Jackson 


1 - OSI, Jackson (RM) r - 
2.- MIGp, Jackson (RM) £3 159. [F232 
> Jackson (157-NEW) Se _ OP 
e arc! — _ 
ren *searcind 7 ne 
a aa a 


ren, 


Docld: 34286605 
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BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, TCHULA, 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 
AUGUST 15, 1969 


Deputy Sheriff W. 0. Moore, Holmes County, 
Mississippi, Sheriff's Office, who-lives in Tchula, 
said the fire in the 25-year old brick frame school 
building was reported about 4:30 P.M., on August 15, 
1969, by a white male resident in the predominently 
white neighborhood near the school.’ He said the 
school janitor left the building about 4:00 P.M., 
August 14, 1969, and no one was in the building when 
it burned and no injuries resulted. No, evidences of 
arson have been discovered and the fire apparently 
was centered in the interior of the building. 


Mrs. Susie B. Pennington, Negro female, 
who resides in Greenwood, Mississippi, and is Principal 
of captioned school, advised FBI Agents on August 15, 
1969, that she has been Principal of Tchula Elementary 
School for the past three years. Mrs. Pennington further 
advised that the Tchula Elementary School is a county 
funded, all Negro school, consisting of Grades 1-8. 
Mrs. Pennington stated there had been no classes in the 
school during the past summer months, and that the 
activity in the school in recent days was in preparing 
for the starting of the school year in September, 1969. 
Mrs. Pennington further stated that she has noted no 
racial problems in the Tchula community regarding the 
Tchula Elementary School during her tenure as principal. 
To her knowledge, the school is not to be integrated in 
school year . 1969-70. 


State Fire Marshal Earl Wayne Patridge has been 
advised of this fire and is conducting appropriate 
investigation. 
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BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, TCHULA, 

HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 
AUGUST 15, 1969 


Tchula, Mississippi, is a small town 
1,800 residents in a rural area 75 miles north 
Jackson, Mississippi, in the Mississippi Delta 
Tchula has a high Negro population. 


Appropriate local, state and Federal 
advised, 


of 
of 
region. 


authorities 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


3% 
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Enclosed 
dated &/15/69, and 


2 copies of LHM de ‘ 
to OST, Jackson, M ; 


Photos of school puilding dam 
retained in Jackson file. 


AT TCHUT 


Bureau (Ene. LL) CRM) 
. Jackson 
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QPTIONAL FORM No. 10 9 
SPAY 1962 EDITION * 


wu” Ga FPMR (41 CFR) 101-116 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ~ 


Memorandum 


TO: sac, saceson (157-18) . DATE: 8/16/69 


iy 
a, 


FROM SA ROBERT A, HOLT 


SUBJECT: 
BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
TCHULA, HOLMES COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI 
8/15/69 
RM 
(00; JACKSON) 


A neighborhood investigation was conducted in 
the vicinity of captioned school on 8/15/69, the results 
of which were that all interviewed stated that to their 
knowledge the fire was first noted at approximately 4:30 
to 4:45 A.M, on 8/15/69. 


All that were interviewed advised that they 
heard no explosion nor any unusual sounds prior to the 
noticing of the fire at that tim. 


The following individuals were contacted during 
the neighborhood investigation: 


DALE RAY, Main Street, Tchula, 
Mississippi. 
RUBE RAY, Main Street, Tchula, 
Mississippi. 


CYNTHIA KOCHRAL and MARY AKINS, 
Trailer Court, Main Street, 
Tchuia, Mississippi 


a ae ! 
CHARLOTTE BLACKSTOP, Main Stre L87. Les - ‘ 


; peglfaree—t 
Tchula, Mississippi a ue 


49 
AUG 3S 1 969 


- Jackson 
‘RAH: yh ae 
(2) 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


NW 559684 Doocid: 34286605 Page is 


J 


JN 157-NEW 


The following individuals were contacted and 
advised that they had no knowledge of any of the details 
of how the fire started in captioned school. These 
individuals stated that. they knew of no racial problems 
that occurred in the community: 


JIM ANDREWS, Constable, Tchula, 
Miss. ; 


Retain a ma Me scammer WEE ye te 


i ROBERT P, GILLESPIE, Constable, 
: Tchula, Miss, 


W. O. MOORE, Chief Deputy, Holmes 
; County SO, Lexington, Miss, ‘ 


DANIEL PEPPER, Supervisor of 
Maintenance, Holmes County Schools, 
Lexington, Miss, 


Mrs. SUSIE B, PENNINGTON, Principal, 
Tchula Elementary School, Tchula, Miss. 


ALBERT CHADWICK, Janitor, Tchula 
Elementary School, Tchula, Miss. 


GRADY ELLIS, Supervisor, District Two, 
Holmes County, Miss. 


DUTCH FARMER, Supervisor, District One, 

Holmes County, Miss. 

| 

ir 
5 


ee nee ee ee - ~- - Lo. a 
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OPTIONAL FORMING. 10 5010-106 


MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO : ALL AGENTS (157-11232) DATE: 8/25/69 
FROM : SA ARNOLD A, ANDERSON 


SUBJECT: BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
TCHULA, HOLMES COUNTY, MISS, 
8/15/69 


Enclosed is a letterhead memorandum setting forth facts 
concerning captioned case. Authority is granted to reproduce the 
enclosure as needed for appropriate dissemination. 


All Agents are requested to contact logical informants, 


sources and law enforcement agencies regarding this matter. Only 


positive results should be furnished to the writer. Please set 
forth positive results on attached routing slip:. 


Enc. 1 


gies 


1 - Each Agent 


AAA/pap 
(72) 
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Routing Slip 
TO: SA ARNOLD A, ANDERSON 


FROM: SA 


BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 

TCHULA, HOLMES COUNTY, MISS. 
8/15/69 


/ / All contacts negative, 
// Contact positive with the following information: 
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BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
TCHULA, HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 


AUGUST 15, 1969 


Mr. Joseph Smith, President of Holmes County, 
Mississippi, National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) Chapter, Tchula, Mississippi, 
telephonically contacted the Jackson, Mississippi, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Office, the morning of 
August 15, 1969, advising that Tchula Elementary School, 
Tchula, Mississippi, had burned earlier that same morning. 
Mr. Smith stated that he did not know the origin of the 
blaze and he was not making any allegation as to the cause 
of the fire, except for possible racial overtones to which 
he could provide no specific details, He said the building 
appeared to be a total loss. 


Investigation by local authorities at the site 
failed to disclose the exact time of the starting of the 
fire or its cause, FBI and local authorities conducting 
neighborhood investigation determined that no one had 
heard any unusual noises prior to the fire and no suspicious 
traffic had been observed in the area. 


. Deputy Sheriff W. 0, Moore, Holmes County, 
Mississippi, Sheriff's Office, who lives in Tchula, 
said the fire in the 25-year old brick frame school 
building was reported about 4:30 p.m., on August 15, 
1969, by a white male resident in the predominately 
white neighborhood near the school. He said the 
school janitor left the building about 4:00 p.m., 
August 14, 1969, and no one was in the building when it was 
burned and no injuries resulted. No evidences of arson 
have been discovered and the fire apparently was centered 
in the interior of the building. 
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Me 


ne O 


Mrs. Susie B. Pennington, Negro female, who 
resides in Greenwood, Mississippi, and is principal 
of captioned school, advised FBI Agents on August 15, 
1969, that she has been principal of Tchula Elementary 
School for the past three years. Mrs. Pennington further 
advised that the Tchula Elementary School is a county 
funded, all Negro school, cdénsisting of Grades 1-8. 
Mrs. Pennington stated there had been no classes in the 
school during the past summer months, and that the 
activity in the school in recent days was in preparing 
for the starting of the school year in September, 1969. 
Mrs. Pennington further stated that she has noted no 
racial problems in the Tchula community regarding the 
Tchula Elementary School. during her tenure as principal. To 
her knowledge, the school is not to be integrated in 
school year 1969-1970. 


State Fire Marshal Earl Wayne Patridge has been 
advised of this fire and is conducting appropriate investigation. 


Téhula, Mississippi, is a small town of 1,800 
residents in a rural area 75 miles north of Jackson, 
Mississippi, in the Mississippi Delta region. 

Tchula has a high Negro population. 


Appropriate local, state and Federal authorites 
have been advised, 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 ar 5010-106 
MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA GEM. REG, NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 7 | | 


TO : SAC, JACKSON a (coe “pare: 8/29/69 (i | 


FROM : SA ARNOLD A, ANDERSON 


sungEC: [_}+e- eee 


"FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


Dates of Contact = ca a i 
"8/29/69 a ae ae ate ! 


Titles and Fite #s on which contacted 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS OPENING FALL, 1969 173-1416 
BURNING OF CHULA NEGRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL,” ~157=11232 
TCHULA, HOLMES COUNTY, MISS. a 


Purpose and results of contact oa , a“ “ 
{¥] NEGATIVE ae : PA y, 
POSITIVE : hos ge oF 
[_] STATISTIC = é 


Source advised that his new ome telephone 
number is i ce ; ‘ 


Sodece advised that he ig awaiting a Federal 
court decision in New Orleans regarding desegregation of 
Miss. schools required | as OF September or December ist, ! 


Source advised that and othee Negroes in : 
Holmes County feel that the bombing of the Tehula Elementary 
School was intentional to keep) Negroes from attending that 
school. He further stated that the Negroes in that area 
have decided to attend Tchula Epementary. School in tents ¢ ! 
if necessary, 


: \ 459: a3 aes 
Gel Informant certified that he has ,” | Rating 


furnished ail information obt aipied Satis hf tory 


by him since last contact. , 


a 
1 > -I73-1416 
7211232. : s 


AA 


AAR a> 
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FD-209 (Rev. 2-1-63) 


ae  getiowal FORM HO, 10 s010-106 : a 
i ; Ga con. tees no. 27 Cc) © 
Ne UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
% > eg re : . i 
TO 1 SAC Jecksonf fe). DATE: 8/30/69 ' 
FROM : say Robert Edward Leé 
1 , 
- (D) 
, ; 
! 
! Titles and File #s on which contacted es 
: LA7@1B owe SAM BOVERS ¥ 
cs 1574399 Q-~ Fotential Bitaations Which Can develop Into Racial Sitaations . 4 
E 157-11282 Burning OF Tehula Negro Elementry School, Téhala, Misse 8/15/84 
157-448 WEKKKOM, Jones County, Miss. 
i 
7 | Purpose and results of contact 
: BJ NecatiVE 
y {_] positive 
7/28/69 ; 
i 1L28/69 167-18 
Source advised that he has not heard any information that might assist 
in determining the status of SAM BOVERS, who is still in jail at Hatties- 
burg, Misses He said there is very little talk about hime 
/ | 
29/69 P 
8/22/89 157.399 
Source advised that he has not heard of ofiy informetion that might 
indicate that there was going’ to be trouble when the schools open this 
fall, He feels that the School situation in Jones County, Misse is better ! 
j : : es ; ' 
; than it has been in yearso’ i 
Q ae L57-L1S32 
8/26/69 =~ 15711282 
H 
Source states he has no information that might assist in determining who 
might have been responsible for the burjing of theTchula Negro Elementary 
X] Informant certified that he has Rating x : Coverage Same 
furnished all information obtained v Ame 
by him since last contact. - ~ 
| Personal Data i 
Sane ae . : 
os SEAR ED = lND! 
mS junit 7ED_o2_ FILED. 
a eri BN St as Aue FED 
= 157-18 (SCTERS) 157.446 CHEREKOM, Jones Coo)” CEP 2 
i a ~~ 157-399 (Potential Racial Vidlenca) i : 
; REL/ #4'57-11232 (Lohula School) 
MW 59684 Docld:34286605 Page 26 


at Tohula, Mississippie 
* : ‘ i 
8/26/69 157-446 ee 
ee eatummed men tte . . H 
. ls : : I 

Source advised that he doas not know of any efforts to reorganize the 


WEKEKKOM, Jones County, Misses He feels sure thot there is no attempts to 
reorganize in the Ellisville, Niss. erenre- : . 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
TO 1 SAC , Jackson es 2) ‘DATE: 8/80/69 


FROM + SA, Robert Edward Lee 


sywect: [I a tenteennnenn 
1 a 


Dates of Contact 


7/14,31/693 BYTA8X 8/1,28/88 8/26/69 ! 
Titles and File #8 on which contacted c | 
1570399 -- Potential Situations Which Can Develop Into Rasial Violence 


167011232 e- Burning of Tchala Negro Elem School, Fohules Hinde 8/is/e9 . 
TS7=4109 DURBAN T. LEP 


467. __ 5 -HATEENS—JRw,-ake ale. "Junior" 
157=446 WEEEKOM, Jones Goes Musas 


Purpose and results of contact 


[SNEGATIVE 


POSITIVE : A a 
7/14/89 =~ 157-404 446 vA J 


Source advised that he has not heard of any efforts to reorganize the 
WKEKROM, Jones County, M,sse He feela that there are some efforta by 
the "dis hards" to keep the conversation going “but there is little 
else: know to informant. 


“ / 
7/31/69 8/1469 NORMAN T. LEE ~ JUNIOR MATHEWS, a "OBL" 


Source advised that ha has been in confaot with NORMAN T, LEE and 
NOEL HATHENS, JR., aka “Junior” on reaent occassions and they might ‘ 
mention the klan tut nothing of a definate nature. LEB on one occassion 
make the remark that we are still in oppration but will have to be 


real quiet until aftor all the trials gre over in and around Jones 
County. ! 


8/26/69 - rotentiat Situations Whioh Can Develop Into Racial Violence 


Informant certified that he‘has 


r | Rating Coverage 
furnished @. information obtaine: 
by Niet einae ne contact. Manes VG Same 
Personal Data Y ‘ 
Same 
[Js 157-446 (wEKKKON, Jones Co) 187-339 (Potential 
67011232 (Burning Tohula Situation For Rao vio) | 
School, 8/15/69) 1674109 (N. L&E) : 

REL/ 157= NOEL MATHMYS, JRe 
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Source advised that hé has been around several of the schoola in Jones 
County, Hiss. and has also been in touch with several former top members of 
the Klan and none of them indicate that there is going to be any trouble 
when school atarts this fall. : 


8/28/89 ~~ 157011232 


On 8/28/69, source advised that he has not heard anything concerning 
the burning of the Tolula Negro Elemontry School, Tomla, Nyse, 8/15/69. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
70 = 8° seoxson KP). PAN 9/80/68 


FROM 
SA » Robert Edward Lee 


a 
I ceeeeeeeeceeeeenteeeeeteses 


Dates of Contact 


Titles and File #s on which contacted 


£57018 SAM Cs 

TETet4G WEYURKOU, Jones County, Higgs 
_1B7.g90 Potential Situations Whioh Can “evelep Into Rao Viol. 
4187-11282 Burhing of Tolutla Hogro lem School, Tabula, Micoa, 8/15/69 


Purpose and results of contact 


pop eonnve a“ : , 
POSITIVE “ : 
Bf11/69 = 187918 1674446 “ 


On 8/11/89,source advised that he has not b heard of any information 
that might indicate that anyone around Aqurel, Miese are attempting 
to got SAM BONERS released on bond in: Mattioomrge Higgs 


Be said that he has not heard of: any efforts to reorganised the WEERKOM 
in Jones County, Misses =e has been around John's Cafe several timas tuy 
no one seems to be interested da talking about the Blane 


8/28/69 157-593 1s7o11282 / 


Souree hes no infornation that tho/begining of achool in Jones County 
this fail might have any vacial vielehoss 


i 


He doesnot have any information that might determine the person rose 
ponsible for tho barning of the Tonal Negro Blem, School, Tehula, Miss. ‘ 


Informant certified that he | Has Rating t Coverage t 
REE im singe last contacts a. | Samo 
Personal Data oa \ 
Z \ et 
S 5 oa TEARCHED ee NDEXED 
ea ra 
a SEP 2 - 19 
167-19 (SAN SOONERS) 167-446 (WERKEOH, Jones Go.) . ~ Bi —- JACKSON 


1674395 (Pot Rac Vio ){57~11232 (Burning of ° 
Sohool, Tchula, Ugape Bie /et 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


August 16, 1969 


Date. 


Mrs. SUSIE B. PENNINGTON, 308 GreeneStreet, 
Greenwood, Mississippi, was advised of the identity of 
the interviewing Agent. and the purpose of the interview. 
Mrs. PENNINGTON furnished the following information: 


Mrs. PENNINGTON advised that she has been the 
Principal of Tchula Elementary School for the past three 
‘years and explained that it is an all Negro elementary 
school ranging in grades from one through eight. Mrs. 
PENNINGTON explained that the school has had a Negro 
population for the past three years. 


Pertaining to the fire which occured at the school 
on August 15, 1969, Mrs. PENNINGTON explained that she had 
no idea how the fire could have started, that on August 14, 
1969, she was at the school, but left at approximately 2:30 
to 3:00 P. M, Mrs, PENNINGTON explained that her presence 
at the school on August 14, 1969, was due to the usual school 
preparation for the beginning of school in September, Mrs. 
PENNINGTON noted that she had received no threats or warnings 
regarding the fire and that there appeared to be no antagonism 
feit by the community toward the school itself. 


On 8/15/69 _ Greenwood, Mississippi | Jackson 57-7252 -/0 


File #. 


4 
SA ROBERT, 4. ae ‘and SA ARNOLD A. 
ye iyh Date dictated 8/15/69 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . 


. by 


IN 


FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) q : 


Q 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Investigator EARL PATRIDGE 
office, was advised of the identity 
Agent and the purpose of the intervi 

. furnished the following information: 


Laboratory tests performed 
from the area believed to be the ori 
occurred at Tchula Negro Elementary 


Date September 24, 1969 


, State Fire Marshal's 
of the interviewing 
ew. Mr. PATRIDGE 


upon debris taken 
gin of the fire which 
School, Tchula, 


Mississippi, on August .15, 1969, were negative. It is 
his opinion that the fire may have been going for a 
couple of hours before it was noticed. The cause of the 


fire is undetermined at this time. 


wile Jackson 157-11232 -// 


On 9/23/69 ., Winona, Mississippi 


by SA ARNOLD A. ANDERSON@@q¢  /blw 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Date dictated 9/23/69 


It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Jackson, Mississippi 
File Noo mo, ‘September 24, 1969 


BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, TCHULA, 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
AUGUST 15, 1969 eo 


Reference is made to previous letterhead 
memorandum submitted in this matter dated August 15, 
1969, at Jackson, Mississippi. : 


Several racial sources have been contacted 
with negative results. Investigation by state and 
a local officials has failed to determine the cause of 
captioned fire. 


Investigator Earl Patridge of the State Fire 
Marshal's office advised on September 23, 1969, that i 
laboratory tests performed upon debris taken from the 
area believed to be the origin of the fire have been i 
negative. This does not, however, rule out the 
possibility of the cause of the fire being arson. 


/ This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ~ 
: MAY 1962 EDITION 


GSA FPMR (41 CER) 101-11.8 : 
UNITED STATES GQ/ERNMENT . ©. 
Memorandum 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ~ ; DATE: 9/24/69 
. | . 
FROM : SAC, JACKSON (157-11232) (C) 


: i 
i . 
A 


suBjecT: BURNING OF TCHULA NEGRO 
; ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, TCHULA, 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 
AUGUST 15, 1969 
“RM 
_ (00: JACKSON) 


Re Jackson airtel dated 8/15/69. 


’ Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies of 
; ‘an LHM dated September 24, 1969, concerning captioned 
matter. . 


One copy of the LHM is being designated for 
the United States Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi; two 
copies for MIGp, Jackson; and one copy for OSI, Jackson. 


i : Jackson is conducting no further investigation 
in this matter. 


PS HAZA-LS 


Ssaychad 


Sovializeda 
Indexed. . _ 


Filed 9 = _______., 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 9/ 15/69 


Mr. COURTNEY PERRY, Main Street, Tchula, 
Mississippi, was advised of the identity of the 
interviewing agent and as to the purpose of the 
interview, Mr. PERRY furnished the following:information: 


PERRY lives on Main Street, five houses west 
of the Tchula Elementary School on the south side of 
the street, PERRY is the Postmaster at Tchula, He 
advised that the concensus of opinion of the white 
folks in that area was that the school fire was accidential. 
He stated he does not believe that any of his neighbors, 
or anyother people living around the school were 
hostile enough to burn the school, 


“on 9/11/69 « ‘Tehula, Missiasipri __rep_daskson 157-1202. =f 
SA ARNOLD A, ANDERSON bb 9/12/69 


by. Date dictated. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . ee 


Date. 9/15/69 


‘ 


Mr. ALBERT CHADWICK, Janitor, Tchula Elementary 
School, Tchula, Mississippi, was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agent, as well as tle purpose of the 
interview. Mr. CHADWICK furnished the following 
information: 


_ At the northeast corner of the building believed 
to be the point of origin of the fire, was a storage room 
which contained typewriters, overhead projector, and 
miscellaneous papers. He did not know of-any flammable 
fluids being stored in this room, He further stated 
that he had cleaned the floors the day before the fire 
and only used soap and water, He further stated that 
he had no idea as to the cause of the fire. 


we 
9/11/69 Tchula, Mississippi Jackson 157-11232 ~ IS 
5 : at : File #. : 
SA ARNOLD A. BNDERS IPR & 9/12/69 
by. : Date dictated 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. ‘It is the property of the: FBI and “is ‘loaned fo -your agency: 


it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Mrs. SUSIE B. PENNINGTON, 308 Green Street, 
Greenwood, Mississippi, was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agent and as to the purpose of the 
interview, Mrs. PENNINGTON. furnished the following 
information: 


Mrs. PENNINGTON advised that in the store 

room at the northeast corner of the building, that 

she knew of gym clothing being stored a case of filmstrips 
in a metal box and a ditto machine, These items aye in 
addition to the items that Mr. ALBERT CHADWICK had 
‘mentioned, The ditto machine had not been used since 
June, 1969, and she did not know if the printing fluid 
had been left in it. She further stated that she did not 
have any idea as to the cause of the fire. 


On 9/11/6%:_Tchula, Mississippi File#_ Jackson 157-11232 te 
SA ARNOLD A, ANDERSON/bb - 9/12/69 
by. gf Date dictated. 
«This. document contains neither recommendations -nor conclusions of the FBI.. It -is the property of the FBI and is loaned lo your agency: .~ 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ARNOLD A, ANDERSON; on September 11, 1969: 


The following people were contacted with 
negative résuits regarding this matter: 


Mr. JOSEPH SMITH, Tchula, Mississippi, 
President of the Holmes County National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) 


Miss ROSEBUD CLARK, a research teacher 
at the Mileston: Headstart Center, 
Mileston, Mississippi 


Mr, CONAL KIMBLE, Committee member of the 
‘Mileston Headstart Center, Mileston, 
Mississippi 
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Date: 12/30/65 : 
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Tronsmit tho following in 20 ee vee 


wot or coda) 


"0: DERECTOR , | 
PROM: JACKSON (173+-New) (P) | 


TNSUB; BURNING OF TCHOLA ELEMENTARY SCMOOL, GY 
AND AGRICULTURE BUILDING, TCHILA CHOLMES COUNTY), MISS., 
DECEMBER THIRTY, SIATYNINE, Po- CRA, NINETERN SENTYFOUR, 


CONSTARLE R, P, GILLESPIE, CHULA, MESS., ADVISED CAPTICNED 


WS. DESCOVERED BURN 


NG FOUR FORTVVIVE A.M, DECEMBER 


SYUDENTS, GRADES CNE THROUGH Six, BUS WAS CLOSED EFFECTIVE | 
DECEMBER TVENTYTHREE FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND NOT TO BE REOPENED. 
PUPILS WERE REASSIGNED TO OTHER Sc scHiool W5 TN HOLMES COUNTY PER 
HEALTH, EDUCATION ARD WEL SARE CHEW) AND COURT INTEGRATION PLANS, | 


CLLLESPLE STATED THAT GAS UPTLAT LES DISCONNECTED AND ELECTRIC 


POWER STILL IN SERVICE, GILLESPIE SAID NO ONE aah AND, 33 
. Tae ero eg HL 
ve oe oO 
AMOUNT OF DAMAGE UNKNOWN, por: CH? ye? 


if 
RAGS AND METAL CON oP bards 


= 
es 
re 
C2 
Cc % 


GILLESPIE ADVISED RE NOES {NOT BELIEVE BLANSMEN AND OTHER 


GREGAVCONTST RESPONSIBLE POR FIRE, 


Serialized. .-. 
teaened oS ween nnn nanan 


i 
i 
| 
THIRTY, GILLESPIE ADVISED RUTLDINGS FORMERLY OCCUPTED 


Lo 17S 14s ie 


rT . 
xO> B72: } - 173-419 | 
Ap Nags b ne > Sent ._. coon M Per WW. . 


Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via ~ 


(Priority) 


p-+--t----~-~~--~-- 


PAGE THO . 

GILLESPIE ADVISED FIRE POSSIBLY RESULTS OF ACTS OF NEGRO 
YOUTHS IN TCHULA AREA AS BLACK COMMUNITY RESENTED MOVE FROM 
CAPTIONED SCHOOL, SCHOOL IS LOCATED IN A PREDOMINATELY WHITE 
AREA OF TCHULA, | 

MISS, STATE DEPUTY FIRE MARSHAL E. W. PATRIDGE CONDUCTING 
INVESTIGATION AT SCENE’ THIS DATE AND HAS RAGS AND A FIVE 
GALLON METAL CONTAINER OF POSSIBLE EVIDENTIARY VALUE FOR 
SUBMISSION TO THE MISS, STATE LAB FOR EXAMINATION. 

"HOLMES COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, MISS, HIGHWAY SAFETY 
PATROL, AND FBL PRESENT AT SCENE. 

NO SUSPECTS DEVELOPED TO DATE, GYM AND AGRUCULTURE 
‘BUILDING WERE OF BRICK CONSTRUCTION, GYM WAS COMPLETELY 
DESTROYED AND ONLY MINOR DAMAGE RESUTED TO AGRICULTURE BUILDING 
WHICH IS APPROXIMATELY SEVENTYFIVE FEET SOUTH OF THE GYM. 
PHOTOS TAKEN, 

PATRIDGE ADVISED THAT METAL CAN AND RAGS FOUND AT SCENE 


WERE POSSIBLY USED AS FIRE BOMB, 


Approved: - —. Sent - eM Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 


Date: 


Transmit the following it _ . _ _ 
. . (Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


potoccccccccercccern 


PAGE THREE 

TCHULA, MESS, POPULATION IS APPROXIMATELY SEVENTEEN 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY PERSONS OF WHICH APPROXIMATELY SEVENTYFIVE 
FERCENT 1S BLACK AND. LOCATED IN THE MISS. DELTA, JACKSON 
DIVISION CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION IN CASE ENTITLED ’ "BURNING 
OF THE TCHULA NEGRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, TCHULA (HOLMES COUNTY), 
MISS., AUGUST FIFIEEN, SIXTYNINE", BUREAU FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN 


DASH ONE FOUR SEVEN TWO SIX, AT WHICH TIME MEMORANDA WERE 


FORWARDED TO THE DEPT, CLASSROOM FACILITY WAS COMPLETELY 
DESTROYED BY FIRE OF UNKNOWN ORIGIN, INVESTIGATORS COULD 
NEVER DETERMINE THAT THIS FIRE WAS ARSON, 

MRS, SUSIE B. PENNINGTON, PRINCIPAL, TCHULA ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, ADVISED THAT CAPTIONED SCHOOL WAS PERMANENTLY CLOSED 


ON DECEMBER TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYNINE. 


} 


JACKSON WILL CANVASS LOGICAL SOURCES AND INFORMANTS © 
are . 


AND 


Approved: : Sent eM Per —_________ 
Special Agent in Charge : 
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